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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TH 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER THANIN 
REF: KUALA LUMPUR 7001 

SUMMARY: AT KING'S BIRTHDAY RECEPTION DEC 6 I WAS BUTTON- 
HOLED BY PRIME MINISTER THANIN, WHO SAID HE WAS ANXIOUS 
TO HAVE A LONG PRIVATE CHAT IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. THANIN 
SAID HE THOUGHT IT WAS TIME THE ASEAN COUNTRIES STOOD 
TOGETHER AGAINST THE COMMUNISTS. ANY SUCH COMMON FRONT 
SHOULD BE CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH U.S., THANIN CONTINUED. 
BUT HE WAS NOT RPT NOT THINKING OF REVIVING SEATO. 

I SAID I WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO MEET WITH THE PM AT ANY TIME. 
IN SUCH A MEETING I WILL, OF COURSE, BE EXTREMELY 
CAUTIOUS ABOUT ANY U.S. ROLE IN SECURITY RELATIONSHIPS 
AMONG THE ASEAN COUNTRIES. END SUMMARY. 
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PRIME MINISTER THANIN WHO SAID HE WAS MOST ANXIOUS TO 
HAVE A LONG PRIVATE CHAT AND SUGGESTED WE LUNCH IN HIS 
OFFICE IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. (COMMENT: AS HE IS OFF 
TO JAKARTA ON DEC 10 I DOUBT THAT THIS WILL COME OFF.) 

2. PRIME MINISTER THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT IT WAS TIME 
THE ASEAN COUNTRIES STOOD TOGETHER AGAINST THE COMMUNISTS. 
IT WAS IMPORTANT TO MAKE A COMMON FRONT AGAINST THE 
ENEMIES OF COUNTRIES IN THE AREA. ANY SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
GROUPING OF THIS KIND SHOULD OF COURSE BE CLOSELY 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE U.S. HE WAS NOT RPT NOT THINKING OF 
REVIVING SEATO, BUT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO DEVISE SOMETHING. 

HE UNDERSTOOD THE CURRENT AMERICAN ATTITUDE TOWARD 
SOUTHEAST ASIA, BUT IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT WE ALL STAND 
TOGETHER. HE WANTED TO TALK ALL THIS OVER WITH ME AT 
THE EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY. 

3. 1 WAS NOT ABLE TO GET IN A WORD EDGEWISE BUT DID 
MAKE CLEAR THAT I SHOULD BE DELIGHTED TO MEET THE PM 
ANY TIME. 

4. COMMENT: AS WAS REPORTED IN KUALA LUMPUR 7001, THE 
POSSIBILITY OF MORE FORMAL SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS AMONG 
THE ASEAN COUNTRIES IS VERY MUCH ON THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
MIND. I WILL, OF COURSE, BE EXTREMELY CAUTIOUS IN 
DISCUSSING ANY AMERICAN ROLE. I BELIEVE THANIN UNDER- 
STANDS OUR POSITION BUT IS A BIT CARRIED AWAY WITH HIS 
OWN IDEA. IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE OTHER ASEAN LEADERS 
WILL SLOW HIM DOWN IN THE COURSE OF THE CURRENT ROUND 
OF CONSULTATIONS TAKING PLACE AMONG ASEAN LEADERS. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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